
Merry Christmas
from the Apostles 

of the Interior Life



Dear Friends and Family, 

My warmest wishes to you and yours for a very merry Christmas season!

Pope Francis, in the Bull of Indiction for the Year of Mercy, invited us to allow 
God to surprise us for the Jubilee year – and what a year full of surprises it has 
been!  As a community and individually, we Apostles of the Interior Life wanted 
to take advantage of the Year of Mercy as a great moment of grace; whether by 
performing corporal or spiritual works of mercy, going on pilgrimage, or being 
“merciful like the Father” in our everyday encounters, we experienced how the 
Lord “never tires of casting open the doors of His heart and of repeating that 
He loves us and wants to share His love with us.” The certainty of the Lord’s 
continually proven love for us then caused us in turn to feel “the urgent need 
to proclaim God’s mercy.” In this newsletter, we hope to share with you a taste 
of the goodness that the Lord, with your help, has lavished upon us in this Year 
of Mercy that, again with your prayers and support, will continue to flourish 
throughout our lives.

May the mercy of the Father that is Jesus Christ be born in your hearts this 
Christmas.

Sr. Susan Pieper, AVI
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Seeing as we sisters rely on Divine Providence in our lives, we appreciate any 
donations you would like to send our way. To find more information, go to 

www.en.ApostlesOfIL.com/donate

What was daily life like for       
Jesus hidden in the home in 
Nazareth? The young wom-
en in the house of formation 
might know a thing or two 
about it as they learn, grow, 
and discover what it means 
to live as an Apostle of the 
Interior Life. Unlike Jesus’ 30 
years, the formation period 
for the AVI lasts only 4-6 years, 
and while much of that time 
remains unseen, the women 
have much to say for their si-
lent transformations.

Kalin, in her final year of preparation    
before vows, is currently living in Col-
lege Station, TX in one of the apostolic 
houses dedicated to campus ministry. 
In gratitude to God she said, “I feel the 
Lord very present this year because He is 
giving me the opportunity to give myself 
to others full-time in ministry as a fore-
taste of giving myself completely to Him 
in the evangelical councils of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience.” 

Francesca, also in preparation for vows, 
shares her gratitude for this year as she 
finishes her last year of Theology. “I am 
learning to entrust myself to God, to let 
myself be transformed by Him and not 
try to be in control but abandon myself 
to Him.”

Cherise and Briana, in their first and sec-
ond years respectively, are encountering 
many new experiences in a culture and 
a language that are not their own. “Per-
haps precisely because of this,” Cherise 
shared, “I recognize the Lord’s presence 

with me in everything from the very big 
to the very small. Especially in doing 
evangelization at the biggest public uni-
versity in Rome, He has worked through 
my shyness and fear to produce con-
versations of great depth and beauty.”     
Briana also said she feels God reveals 
His presence in the simplest of things. 
“How easily I had forgotten that the 
greatest of trees begins with the small-
est of seeds! Jesus is bringing me back 
to the beginnings and it’s been quite the 
journey thus far.” 

It is a beautiful journey for all of the wom-
en as they learn how to become more 
flexible and available to letting God take 
the lead. They reap the benefits of their 
openness to His surprises, like finding 
that driving a stick-shift in Rome is not as 
bad as they thought it would be, going 
to the canonization St. Elizabeth of the 
Trinity and St. Mother Teresa, celebrating 
creatively the Sisters’ birthdays, learning 
new things at school, or moving to Texas 
for a pastoral year. Truly, like Jesus, they 
are growing in wisdom, age and grace 
before God and men. 
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LIKE Nazareth, LIKE Rome
Life in the House of Formation



For the Jubilee Year of Mercy, AVI Superior Sr. Susan Pieper focused on a 
corporal and spiritual work of mercy.  Each week, she meditated on the Diary 
of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska and prayed for the deceased. 

Sr. Clara Remartini and Sr. Debbie Li, encouraged by Pope Francis, went to 
the “periphery” - a medium security men’s prison - in Lawrence, KS to offer a 
retreat on Holy Thursday. Sr. Debbie was inspired to preach on fatherhood in 
a meditation about the Prodigal Son.  Discussion ranged from asking 
how many were fathers, to remorse for being incarcerated, to 
desire to be better fathers, to being present as fathers while 
in prison.  

“The grace I received was how the men present were 
noticeably moved in and through prayer,” said Sr. 
Debbie.  

Sr. Clara noted, “When visiting people in jail, 
I am struck by how God can work where we 
cannot go, by the movement of the Spirit in 
sharing and in tears, seeing graces revealed 
and how the Lord is working. Another grace 
is realizing that none of us is actually free, 
but Jesus came to set us free because we 
cannot do it on our own; those who are not free 
(imprisoned) are examples for us of how to be open to 
mercy and being set free.”

On Divine Mercy Sunday 2016, some of the Sisters with some members of 
the Family and of the CoJoy movement, decided to do a pilgrimage to Di-
vine Mercy Catholic Church in Gardner, KS. Sr. Loredana was moved by the 
experience because, “We really experienced the attentive love of the Father 
through the great people that He wanted us to meet with that day. There are 
no words to describe the warm hospitality we received. Before Mass, we went 
through the Holy Door together. At Mass, Fr. John, the pastor, welcomed our 
group with a lot of kindness. He made us feel very at home in the House of 
the Father. After Mass, a group of people from the parish had organized an 
exquisite banquet with all kinds of casseroles and desserts. We were very 
spoiled.”
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AVI share their graces from the Jubilee Year of Mercy

Sr. Tatum, in order to participate more intentionally in the Works of Mercy, 
decided to bring Communion to a homebound man named Maynard, who 
had recently had several strokes, and his wife Caroline.
 
She shared her diary entry from February 25th, 2016: 
Jesus, everything seemed to be put into prospective this morning as I 
brought Communion for the first time to Caroline and Maynard. How their 
lives have changed after these strokes...Caroline dedicates her day to 

    caring for him   and  it takes a lot of work. The whole thing was moving 
for me because he gets very emotional and tender-hearted. It was 

beautiful to bring Jesus to them and  to pray and talk with them. 
                                It just put my fatigue and worry in perspective.

 
                    Witnessing the  loving dedication of Caroline was a great 

                                      grace for Sr. Tatum. “Not only because she is so kind, 
                        encouraging and appreciative do I feel drawn 
                                              to go, but  because  they really inspire me and 
                                         make me realize what true love and sacrifice 
                                   is.  I can see how suffering and years of 
                                   happiness in faithful marriage brought them 
                                                to this point of love and  continual sacrifice.”

     
                  Sr. Celestina shared how the Lord has been merciful 
                    to her personally. “Looking back at this Year of Mercy, I 
              realize how deeply the Father’s mercy has worked in me in  
      unexpected and powerful ways. He did so especially 
      through Jesus the Good Sheherd  as He led me along 
a journey of healing, growth and deliverance. For a long time I had 
called Jesus ‘Master’, and by God’s grace last year I came to see 
how often, deep down, more than Master I perceived Him as a 
‘taskmaster’, a distorted image caused by wounds and lies. The 
Good Shepherd has come close to my wounds and with great tenderness 
has tended them. He has also showed His strength in tearing down, with 
my cooperation, some of the strongholds that stood up as walls against His 
presence. Tender, strong, protective, loving:  this is Jesus, living image 
of the Father. I have come to known Him more deeply along this 
journey that has brought me to more abundant life and joy. The 
journey is not over, but He walks by me. His mercy is conta-
gious as I see growing in me day by day the desire to reach out to 
more brothers and sisters and to be a channel of so great a love.”
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AVI share their graces from the Jubilee Year of Mercy
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I love going to the monthly meetings [of 
Collaborators of Your Joy] – it is like tak-
ing a mini-vacation from the hustle and 
bustle of life. It is a journey to an island of 
joy and peace with wonderful spirit-filled 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Through the AVI, I have learned the 
importance of having a Christian com-
munity and how we grow closer to God 
through fellowship.  When we discover 
friends deeply rooted in Jesus we find 
out that we are never alone or isolated, 
and we need each other to move forward 
and strengthen each other in our faith 
walk.
 
Marty Simmons, 
Collaborator of Your 
Joy 

I have learned how to 
talk and listen to Jesus 
every day, anytime I 
want to. Growing in my 
own prayer life, I have 

thus been able to pass this same knowl-
edge on to others. I have especially no-
ticed the transforming effect it has had 
on me. The mentor program offers a 
direct route to becoming holy (lifelong 
process) through helping you to devel-
op a relationship with Jesus. Now I can 
offer that to so many men that I encoun-
ter through mentorship.

Gordan Moffitt,
Catholic Spiritual Mentorship Program
2013 Graduate
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During formation [for taking promises with 
the Family], we were often amazed to 
discover how the charism matched what 
was already in our hearts. People in to-
day’s world are thirsting for a relationship 
with God and meaningful relationships 
with other people. This charism seeks to 
respond to this thirst through personal 
encounters and assisting others in the in-
terior life. 

Since making promises in January 2016, 
we have realized how our promises serve 
as a foundation which helps us to hold fast 
to important practices like daily mental 

prayer, ongoing forma-
tion, and apostolate 
even as our daily life has 
changed with the birth 
of our first baby. Our 
promises are a way to be 
more committed to God 
by promising to spend 
time with Him not just 
when we feel like it but 
on a daily basis.

Nicholas & Emily Castet, 
AVI Family 

Our 15-year marriage has 
been great; with Daw-
nia and I going through 
this [Catholic Spiritual 
Mentorship Program] to-
gether, it has only gotten 
better. Together we are 
focused on our interior 
life through daily mental 
prayer and listening to 
God.  Our vocation of 
marriage is our first pri-
ority.  I want to help my 
wife get to Heaven and 
she is doing the same for me. Every morn-
ing we get up to meditate for an hour in-
dividually.  We then come together and 
talk about what God is telling each of us in 
prayer.  We discuss our resolution – mak-
ing sure we each have one – and we hold 
each other accountable to do what God is 
asking us to do.

Chris Talarico, 
Catholic Spiritual Mentorship Program
2017 Graduate

Mercy Received is Mercy Given
Experiences of AVI ministry

A Christmas Meditation by Sr. Ruth

When we read in John’s Gospel that “the 
Word became flesh and made His dwell-
ing among us,” the Greek verb which we 
usually translate as “made His dwelling” 
literally means “He pitched His tent”. God 
has pitched His tent in our midst! Sacred 
Scripture describes the Incarnation in pow-
erful and concrete terms, revealing to us 
that the Son, eternally united with the Fa-
ther and the Spirit in the intimate embrace 
of the Trinity, “pitches His tent” among us.

Now, pitching a tent is not the easiest of 
undertakings — and it certainly was not 
any simpler for ancient Israel. Think of 
the work involved in transporting all the 
components, finding an adapt terrain, as-
sembling all the pieces, and reinforcing 
it against wind and rain. Though modern 
man may go camping for fun, pitching your 
tent in ancient times was not exactly a va-
cation. Similarly, God has no need to hu-
miliate Himself, giving up His glory to take 

And the Word became 
flesh and made His 
dwelling among us

 (John 1:14)

on our lowly flesh. So, why did He do it? 

Why did He come if not to be with us? A 
lover has no greater desire than to simply 
be with the beloved. Nothing can substi-
tute that being with the beloved because 
we are made for communion, for intima-
cy, in the image of our God who is Love, 
whose very life is a constant pulsing dy-
namic of giving and receiving.

Whereas our human calculations tell us to 
pitch tents only on level ground, far from 
swamps, and sheltered from canyons and 
cliffs, divine folly does not respect this 
logic. If God were to reason as we do, 
He would have stuck to the comfort of 
Heaven. But a lover does not calculate the 
cost, and even though the terrain He finds 
is the weak and fragile flesh of our human-
ity, He is not afraid to pitch His tent there. 
St. Paul reminds us that our weakness is 
actually Christ’s chosen land: “for power 
is made perfect in weakness.’ I will rather 
boast most gladly of my weaknesses, in 
order that the power of Christ may dwell 
[pitch it’s tent] with me” (2 Cor 12:19). Yet 
again, this verb for “dwelling” is literally 
“to pitch one’s tent.” 

Yes, His power resides precisely in that 
fragile, weed-ridden, sandy, rocky soil; 
He is not afraid of the mud and dirt, He is 
not afraid of our sinfulness. He has forever 
espoused our humanity and will never let 
go. 

This Christmas may we rest in awe and 
gratitude as we contemplate a Love so 
great.
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Please help us by taking a few minutes to tell us about the following AVI communica-
tions resources.  We greatly appreciate your feedback. You are an important part of 
our life and ministry and we assure you of our prayers, especially on Wednesdays when 
we offer up all our prayers for our friends and benefactors.  You can also access the 
survey at http://www.en.apostlesofil.com/news-events-2/.

Overall, I am very satisfied with the way AVI communicates what’s going on.

I receive/read the annual Christmas newsletter.     YES NO
I receive/read the monthly Spring of Water meditation.  YES  NO
I receive/read the new “The Well” e-Newsletter.   YES NO
I visit the AVI website for news and information updates. YES NO

To help us save stamps, please cut and mail the attached survey to:

Apostles of the Interior Life
10300 Cody Street

Overland Park, KS 66214-2960

Name

Address

Email      Phone Number

Prayer intention: 

Strongly Agree    1 2 3 4 5     Strongly Disagree

Apostles of the Interior Life
10300 Cody Street
Overland Park, KS 66214-2960


